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Proprietary Name:  Azor™      
 
Common Name:  Amlodipine & olmesartan 
 
PDL Category: Angiotensin Receptor Blocker 

 
 Preferred Drug List/ 
Comparable Products Recommended Drug List Status 
Exforge® (amlodipine/valsartan) Preferred 
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Indications and Usage:  Hypertension  
 
Mechanism of Action: Amlodipine selectively inhibits calcium influx across cell membranes in cardiac and vascular 
smooth muscle, with a greater effect on vascular smooth muscle resulting in arteriolar vasodilation; thus it reduces 
afterload. Olmesartan selectively blocks the binding of angiotensin II to AT1 receptor in vascular smooth muscle, thus 
preventing the vasoconstrictor effects of angiotensin II. 
 
Dosage Forms:  Tablets; 5/20mg, 10/20mg, 4/40mg, 10/40mg  
 
Recommended Dosage: Initiate at dose of individually titrated components: amlodipine 5 mg/olmesartan 20 mg (5/20 
mg) to maximum 10/40 mg PO QD ; may initiate dose increases after 2 weeks.  
 
Common Adverse Drug Reactions:  Dizziness (amlodipine, 3.4%; olmesartan, 3% ), Edema (3% or greater ) , Headache 
 
Contraindications:  Hypersensitivity to amlodipine, olmesartan, or any component of the compound, pregnancy 
 
Manufacturer:  Daiichi Sankyo, Inc.        
 
Analysis:  Azor™ combines amlodipine (Norvasc®) and olmesartan (Benicar®) for the treatment of hypertension. This is the 
second calcium channel blocker/angiotensin receptor blocker combination to be released to the market. In early clinical trials 
to gain FDA approval, Azor™ proved superior to its components when used as monotherapy in reducing systolic and 
diastolic blood pressures by a statistically significant margin. No direct head-to-head trials have been conducted which 
compare Azor™ and the amlodipine/valsartan combination product. However, in clinical trials of angiotensin receptor 
blockers, there have been no clinically significant differences between the available products in regards to their ability to 
lower blood pressure. There is currently a more cost effective calcium channel blocker/angiotensin receptor blocker 
combination product available on the Preferred Drug List as a preferred product, therefore, it is recommended Azor™ be 
added as a non-preferred medication.  
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