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Proprietary Name:  Latuda® 
 

Common Name: lurasidone 
 

PDL Category:  Antipsychotics- Atypicals 

 

Comparable Products                                                        Preferred Drug List Status 
Abilify®                                                                                 Preferred  
Seroquel®                                                                                 Preferred  
Zyprexa® Preferred 
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Indications and Usage: Treatment of schizophrenia1 
 
Mechanism of Action: Exact mechanism unknown. It is suggested efficacy is due to a combination of central dopamine 
Type 2 (D2) and serotonin Type 2 (5HT2A) receptor antagonism. 1 
 
Dosage Forms: Tablets; 40mg, 80mg1 
 
Recommended Dosage: 40-80mg once daily with food. 1      

 
Common Adverse Drug Reactions: Somnolence, akathisia, nausea, parkinsonism, agitation. 1    
 
Contraindications: Concomitant use with strong CYP3A4 inhibitors and inducers. 1        
 
Manufacturer: Sunovion Pharmaceuticals Inc.       
 
Analysis: Latuda® is a psychotropic drug indicated for the treatment of schizophrenia in adult patients.  In the trials used 
to gain FDA approval, the effectiveness of Latuda® was assessed in four short-term placebo-controlled trials, one 
including olanzapine as an active-control arm. The endpoints for the studies included change from baseline in the total 
score of The Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale (PANSS), the Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale derived (BPRSd), and 
the Clincial Global Impression severity scale (CGI-S) at the end of six weeks. In two trials, all trialed doses of Latuda® 
(40mg, 80mg, 120mg) were superior to placebo on BPRSd and CGI-S. The third trial included olanzapine as an active 
control.  Latuda® (40mg & 120mg) and olanzapine (15mg) were superior to placebo on PANSS and CGI-S. In the fourth 
trial, three doses of Latuda® were compared with placebo. Only the 80mg dose was superior to placebo on PANSS and 
CGI-S. A 120mg dose of Latuda® was used in some of the trials, however it did not provide additional benefit over the 
40mg dose. Latuda® is similar to Abilify®  in terms of metabolic side effects and tends to offer more somnolence  like 
Zyprexa® and Seroquel®, which may be a benefit for some patients. Due to the variation in side effect profile , a 7 day 
Point of Sale (POS) override is available for Latuda® while requesting prior authorization, Preferred alternatives exist on 
the PDL with similar efficacy, that are more cost effective, and include an indication for pediatric dosing. Therefore, it is 
recommended that Latuda® be added to the Preferred Drug List as a non-preferred drug. 
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