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Proprietary Name:  Promacta® 
 
Common Name: Eltrombopag Olamine      
 
PDL Category:  Thrombopoietin Receptor Agonist 
 

 
 Preferred Drug List/ 
Comparable Products Recommended Drug List Status 
Nplate™                                                                               Recommended as Non-Preferred 
 
 

SSuummmmaarryy    
 

Indications and Usage:  Treatment of thrombocytopenia in patients with chronic immune (idiopathic) thrombocytopenic 
purpura (ITP) who have had an insufficient response to corticosteroids, immunoglobulins, or splenectomy.1 
 
Mechanism of Action: Stimulates the proliferation and differentiation of megakaryocytes, the bone marrow cells that 
give rise to blood platelets .1 
 
Dosage Forms: Tablets: 25mg and 50mg 
 
Recommended Dosage: Initial dose: 50mg PO once daily on an empty stomach; in patients with East Asian ancestry or 
in patients with moderate to severe hepatic impairment, the starting dose is 25mg PO once daily. Maintenance dose: after 
2 weeks, increase dose by 25mg daily to achieve and maintain a platelet count of  50 x 10(9)/L or more; MAX: 
75mg/day; if platelet count fails to increase after 4 weeks at the MAX dose, discontinue Promacta®. 1      
 
Common Adverse Drug Reactions: Nausea, vomiting, menorrhagia, parathesia, cataract, dyspepsia, ecchymosis, 
thrombocytopenia, increased ALT/AST, and conjunctival hemorrhage.1    
 
Contraindications: None determined.1        
 
Manufacturer: GlaxoSmithKline       
 
Analysis: Promacta® is the first oral thrombopoietin receptor agonist approved for adult patients with chronic ITP. Two 
studies comparing Promacta® to placebo were used to gain FDA approval. These studies showed 59% and 70% of 
patients had a platelet response. Prescribers and pharmacies must enroll in the Promacta® CARES program before 
prescribing or dispensing Promacta®. Similarly, patients are required to enroll in the Promacta® CARES program before 
receiving the drug.  Information regarding the Promacta® CARES program is located at www.PROMACTACARES.com 
and is designed to be used as a source of education and support for healthcare professionals and patients. It is 
recommended that Promacta® be added to the Preferred Drug List as a non-preferred to verify diagnosis, previous 
therapies, and enrollment in the Promacta® CARES program. 
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     1. Promacta® [package insert]. Research Triangle Park, NC: GlaxoSmithKline; 2008. 
 


