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Proprietary Name:  Simcor™      
 
Common Name:  Simvastatin/niacin extended-release 
 
PDL Category:   CHOLESTEROL - HMG COA + ABSORB INHIBITORS: 

High Potency Drugs/Combinations 
 

 Preferred Drug List/ 
Comparable Products Recommended Drug List Status 
Advicor™ (lovastatin/niacin extended release) Preferred 
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Indications and Usage:  Reduce elevated cholesterol, LDL, Apo B, Non-HDL-C, TG, or to increase HDL-C in patients who 
require combination therapy   
 
Mechanism of Action: Simvastatin: inhibits HMG-CoA reductase. Niacin: Partially inhibits the release of free fatty acids 
from adipose tissue, increases lipoprotein lipase activity, and decreases the rate of hepatic synthesis of VLDL and LDL.   
 
Dosage Forms:  Tablets: 20mg/500mg, 20mg/750mg, 20mg/1000mg  
 
Recommended Dosage: Start 20/500mg once daily at bedtime with a low-fat snack. May increase to 20/1000mg. Doses 
greater than 40/2000mg are not recommended by the manufacturer  
 
Common Adverse Drug Reactions:  Flushing (6%), back pain, headache, diarrhea, nausea, pruritis 
 
Contraindications:  Active liver disease, active peptic ulcer disease, arterial bleeding, women who are pregnant or who may 
become pregnant, nursing months, known hypersensitivity to any component of the compound.  
 
Manufacturer:  Abbott Laboratories, Inc.          
 
Analysis:  Simcor™ is the first fixed-dose combination of extended-release niacin and simvastatin. Initial clinical trials 
compared the use of Simcor™ to simvastatin 20mg. Data derived from more than 640 patients showed that Simcor™ was 
superior to simvastatin in reducing overall cholesterol, triglycerides and raising HDL. However, Simcor™ was not superior to 
simvastatin in lowering LDL. These trials also reported 6% of patients experienced flushing while taking Simcor™. This is 
similar to patients who use extended-release niacin as monotherapy or in the combination, Advicor™. At the present time, 
Simcor™ tablet preparations only contain 20mg of simvastatin. Simcor™ is cost neutral relative to its individual ingredients; 
therefore, it is recommended that Simcor™ be added to the Preferred Drug List as a preferred drug.  
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