
 

 

  

 
 
November 16, 2010 
 
 
Dear Iowa Medicaid P&T Committee 
Members,  
 
I’m a nurse in Pediatric Endocrinology at and 
am writing regarding the upcoming P&T Committee review scheduled November 18th.  It’s 
our understanding that Norditropin growth hormone will be considered for inclusion to the 
PDL.  In the past, the pediatric endocrinologists at UIHC have had no interest in advocating 
for a particular growth hormone product for inclusion on the PDL; however, our observations 
of differences between the products under consideration have been of some incentive to 
provide an opinion. 
 
The prospect of daily injection therapy for a child can be overwhelming to the patient and 
parents.  The patient support services offered by growth hormone manufacturers are a critical 
component of ensuring a smooth initiation of therapy.  Novo Nordisk’s patient support 
program, administered by nurses and case managers, truly stands out in the consistently high 
quality of telephone support, training materials, starter kits, and injection training provided.   
This is contrasted to our initial experience with the Sandoz Omnitrope support program 
which appears to be very limited in personnel and resources available to the families and 
prescriber’s offices.  This is similar to our experiences with Saizen and Tev-Tropin which 
had been included on the PDL in the past.  These manufacturers demonstrated very little 
interest or capacity to provide any meaningful support to our families.  For that reason, our 
physicians never prescribed Saizen and Tev-Tropin and it will likely be the same case for 
Omnitrope.  Additionally, the Norditropin pen has been very popular with our patients.  
Families find it easy to use and adherence to the injection schedule appears to be very good 
with this pen. 
 
I hope you find this information helpful and appreciate your time.  As stated before, we have 
no interest in advocating for any drug company, but as healthcare providers and patient 
advocates, we believe our Iowa Medicaid patients deserve access to the superior products and 
services that are provided by Novo Nordisk. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 


