
October 16, 2009 
 
 
RE: Invega Sustenna 
 
 
Iowa Medicaid PDL: 
 
I am writing to support of Invega Sustenna and am requesting your serious consideration 
of approving Invega Sustenna as a covered medication by the Iowa Medicaid PDL.       
 
Our Mental Health Center has provided injectable antipsychotic medication to individuals 
with psychotic disorders for over twenty years.  We currently have over 150 clients 
receiving either Prolixin Decanoate, Haldol Decanoate or Risperdal Consta and these 
medications have been crucial to achieving and maintaining symptom control and 
psychiatric stability for individuals who otherwise would be noncompliant resulting in 
frequent hospitalizations costing our system far more than the cost of their medication.  I 
have worked with many of these individuals in my twenty one years at our Center and 
have seen firsthand the value of this type of medication.  I remain of the belief that many 
more individuals could benefit from this type of medication and encourage the use of 
injectable medication when individuals are hospitalized frequently for noncompliance 
with oral medications.   
 
While Risperdal Consta has been an improvement from Prolixin and Haldol Decanoate 
with respect to side effects, Invega Sustenna, the first monthly injectable atypical 
antipsychotic, offers another option for achieving treatment compliance, and therefore an 
improved quality of life, with this difficult population.  Given that over 80% of patients 
with schizophrenia have at least one relapse within the first five years of diagnosis and 
that patients treated with atypical oral antipsychotics are missing their medication about 
one third of the year or 110 days, we need more options to treat this population.   
 
I recognize that Invega Sustenna is costly, the true “costs” of repeated hospitalizations for 
noncompliance on individuals, their families, community providers, hospitals and others 
cannot compare to the cost of the medication.   
 
Please consider approval of Invega Sustenna as a covered medication under the Iowa 
Medicaid Preferred Drug List. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 
 
  


