
To the Pharmaceutical and Therapeutics Committee:  

  

We aim to stay informed of the latest technology and medication available for our 
pediatric patients.  Clinic consists of six Endocrine Specialists, including 4 Physicians 
and two Nurse Practitioners. In addition, we have six Certified Diabetes Care and 
Education Specialists and three Dieticians. We serve a population of over 1000 
children with diabetes and over 50% of the patients we serve are members of an Iowa 
Medicaid plan.   

At this time there are many available forms of emergency glucagon on the market, 
which we know can be confusing when making preferred drug lists.  

For the children we serve, it is best to have three options available to meet the 
diverse needs of the pediatric population. Our preference would be to have the 
following formulations available without prior authorization: Baqsimi, Zegalogue, and 
either Glucagon or Glucagen (the kits that require reconstitution).  

The rationale for each of these are as follows: 

Baqsimi: This nasal delivery system has minimal user error.  It is an excellent option 
for our teens who are often not with their primary caregivers. Their friends, coaches, 
and other people in their life can easily learn this life saving device.  

Zegalogue: For this as well, the ease of use is a life saving option for our pediatric 
patients. In addition, Zegalogue has been found to have a faster onset than the other 
formulations, which is essential in an emergency.  Zegalogue also has a much more 
stable shelf life, with expiration dates of up to 3 years. This makes it possible for 
families to always have a life saving emergency product on hand in their refrigerator 
or at room temperature in a ready to use delivery formulation.  

Kits of Glucagon/Glucagen: These products are useful for children who require mini 
dosing for surgery or gastrointestinal illness.  We would not want to lose the 
availability of these products, as they do have their specific uses. The downside of 
these products is that they are not easy to use and there is a very high rate of user 
error (some studies say up to 75%) when used in an emergency situation. For this 
reason we would prefer Zegalogue or Baqsimi as additional options.  

Please consider our pediatric population and the diversity of products that our 
patients require to keep them safe. We would request that Baqsimi, Zegalogue, and a 
Glucagon/Glucagen kit be on the preferred drug list without any previous failures or 
prior authorizations required.  

  

Thank you for your consideration,  


